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 >> Before we get started, yesterday one of our participants left a purple jacket.  They are sitting in the middle.  If anyone found a purple jacket yesterday have has a hood.  It's at registration.  Perfect. 

>> We have a winner.  We were going to auction that off later, so.  That is fortunate that someone claimed that valuable purple jacket.  I was looking forward to taking that back to Wisconsin.  I lose again.  If you haven't gotten a raffle ticket, they are sale up to drawing.  Proceeds are going to brothers and sisters at Portlight Strategies who are being instrumental 24 hours a day in various parts of our county out in Virgin Islands and out here on west coast and everywhere.  We are going to have Elissa Ellis make announcements to the group.

>> Good morning.  First, let me say thank you everyone for being here.  We know that budgets are tight.  We appreciate you working us in as your conference for the year.

Really quickly, I have one thing to address.  On our registration forms, you have ‑‑ you select the meals whether or not you need a vegan meal or other dietary restrictions ‑‑ sorry, I've been running around.  And this is important to us because we have to turn in head counts for meals.

So yesterday apparently some folks decided meat loaf was not their thing.  Sent the back and ‑‑ it back and requested a vegan meal or something.  I want everyone to know, if you haven't been in the conference planning or planning a large meeting, it gets tricky to get those numbers right.  Meals that were sent back, APRIL will pay for.  The meals they had to make APRIL will pay for.  We do our best to keep registration low so you get the most bang for your buck.  We work really hard to keep the hotel rates as low as well.  We know everyone has a tight budget.  I just want you to be aware of those things as well as alternative formats and requesting ALS if you need it.

Today at banquette, we are have ‑‑ banquet, we are having braced short ribs.  If this is not something you want, let me know.  APRIL can continue to offer you as many meals as we do as what I consider relatively affordable prices and we don't take a hit to our budget.  We too are a nonprofit.  I appreciate that.  Stop by registration if you want to change your meal for this evening.

Thank you.

>> Yeah.  Thank you.  

¶ Almost heaven, West Virginia

Blue Ridge Mountains

Shenandoah River,

Life is old there

Older than the trees ¶¶

¶ Younger than the mountains

Blowin' like the breeze ¶¶

¶ Country roads, take me home

To the place I belong

West Virginia, mountain momma

Take me home, country roads ¶¶

¶ All my memories gathered 'round her

Miner's lady, stranger to blue water

Dark and dusty, painted on the sky

Misty taste of moonshine

Teardrops in my eye ¶¶

¶ Country roads, take me home

To the place I belong

West Virginia, mountain momma

Take me home, country roads ¶¶

¶ I hear her voice

In the mornin' hour she calls me

The radio reminds me of my home far away

And drivin' down the road I get a feelin'

That I should have been home yesterday, yesterday ¶¶

¶ Country roads, take me home

To the place I belong

West Virginia, mountain momma

Take me home, country roads ¶¶

Take me home, country roads ¶¶

[applause]

>> Thank you.  That was for you and McDaniels wherever you are.  It wouldn't be a conference without music.  Here is a song, for what it's worth.  

¶ There's something happening here

What it is ain't exactly clear  

There's a man with a gun over there

Telling me I've got to beware ¶¶.

Battle lines being drawn.  Nobody's right if everybody's wrong.  Young people speaking their minds.  Getting so much resistance from behind. 

¶.

>> Stop, what's going on, everybody look at what's going down.

¶¶ 

What a field day for the heat.

A thousand people in the street.

Singing and carrying signs.

Mostly saying hooray for our side I think it's time we stop.

Hey, what's that sound?  Everybody look at what's going down?

¶¶

Para, no, I can't strikes deep.  Into your life it will creep.  Starts when you're always afraid.  Step out of line, they will come and take you away.  I think it's time we stop.  What's that sound.  Everybody look, what's good doing?

>> I think it's time we stop, hey, what's that sound?  Everybody look at what's going down?

¶¶

Thank you.

>> All right.  I would like to do one more for you.  This one has taken a life of it's own and tribute to newly gone and departed Tom Petty.  I won't back down.  

¶ Well, I won't back down

No, I won't back down

You can stand me up at the gates of hell

But I won't back down ¶¶Gonna stand by ground, won't be turned around.  

And I'll keep this world from draggin' me down

Gonna stand my ground ¶¶

¶ And I won't back down

Hey, baby, there ain't no easy way out

And I won't back down ¶¶No, I won't back down.

¶¶

¶ Well I know what's right

I got just one life

In a world that keeps on pushin' me around. 

Gonna stand by ground.

And I won't back down.

¶¶ 

Hey, baby, there ain't no easy way out

Hey, I will stand my ground

And I won't back down ¶¶.

No will be I won't back down.

¶¶ 

[applause] 

>> Thank you.  Thank you.

>> Where is encore applause?  That's what I want to do.

[applause] 

>> One more.  One more!

>> We ain't leaving until you sing one more.

>> One more!

>> That's all right.  He only knows three songs.

>> Three song limit.

>> How is everybody doing this morning?

>> I know for some of you yesterday was like your first full day here and last night was like your first night after a full day of conferencing.  So I notice that the enthusiasm level in the room is more subdued than yesterday morning.  I don't think that has anything to do with running around in the streets in this hotel looking for establishments that serve food and also serve things to drink.  I'm sure that doesn't affect any of you or including the population.  Not impugning anyone with a disability like myself.

Normally at this time, at our APRIL Conferences, this is our time to engage you all in a discussion about our national system change priorities.

>> We're going to mix it up this year given nature of things that are happening and going on.  You are not going to see us go to website and talk about changes and engage our ideas for coming near because right now our plate is full.  I want to give you an update as to what APRIL has been up to in this area that are critical to our people to our brothers and sisters.

We began talking and touched on several times yesterday about future of our healthcare.

>> Particularly Medicaid.  I want to take us back.  Many of us in our nation's capitol with our brothers and sisters with ADAPT and independent living when first of most atrocious healthcare bills was on the floor of Senate.  That bill in particular called for roughly $800 billion to be cut out of Medicaid program over next ten years and removed many of protections for people with disabilities in the Affordable Care Act.

While those critical votes were happening, hundreds of us were up on the hill ‑‑ Hill.  On the day to proceed to floor of senate that that vote was taken, hundreds of people with disabilities took over the atrium in the Hart Senate Office Building and disrupted the Senate.  Many of our brothers and sisters went to jail that day.  But what happened at 1:30 the next morning?

Senator John McCain and walked on to the floor and gave a thumb's down and we beat that bill.

[applause]

>> A few months later, like the hydra of Lohr, we cut one head off and another one sprung up.

>> They are going to do it again. 

Out of nowhere overnight came a bill called graham Cassidy.  Under guise of giving them money.  They will not let their people die in nursing homes.  Let's give them a chance to spend the Medicaid money and we are going to cap it and you can never get anymore. 

  Once again, call went out to all of you hour after hour, day after day, don't stop calling your senators.  Here is senators we need to contact.  Here is senators we need to call.  Here is message you need to deliver.  And believe me when I tell you, you delivered it loud and clear.

[applause] 

>> Yes, give yourselves a round of applause.

>> We have the votes.  Majority leader in the Senate said.  Bill is going to go to the floor on Thursday.  We have the votes.  Going to be up to the House to see what we do with repealing and replacing Affordable Care Act under guise of gutting the Medicaid program.

What happened on Wednesday night?  The calls never stopped.  The switchboards lit up.  The e‑mails were a flurry.  What happened on that Thursday morning?  They pulled the bill.  There was no vote.  You did that.  We did that.  APRIL and our brothers and sisters and disability rights movement did that.  Our brothers and sisters in ADAPT were in the halls and did that.

I hope you remember Sarah's rap yesterday.  That's exactly what it's about.  While we celebrate twice being successful and at least for you saving our brothers and sisters from the inevitable result of an 800 billion‑dollar cut in the program.  What will happen to people in this room and all of brothers and sisters back home that we care about.  What will happen?  Once their access home and community dried up, where do you think their choices on where to live is going to be given to them?  In an institution.  That's the answer.  That's entitlement of Medicaid program. 

So as we were preparing to come out here, a funny thing happened in the United States Senate.  Late in the evening a couple of days before we all arrived here together to celebrate in brotherhood and sisterhood and in fellowship, senate passed a budget reconciliation bill.  Everyone has heard about on the news that it's got $1.5 trillion in tax cuts in it.  Everybody heard that?

And the House is deciding whether that's enough tax cuts.  There is something else now that we have analysis of that reconciliation bill.  Something else in that bill.

800 billion sounds like an atrocious, scary, big ass number.  Guess what is in this bill.  $1 trillion in Medicaid cuts over next ten years.

>> Boo!

>> A trillion dollars in the base Medicaid program.  We are no longer taking part of it from expansion states.  This is straight‑up in Medicaid program $1 trillion over ten years. 

Our fight is not over.  This bill goes to the House.  House has three choices.  They can pass it as senate sent it over to them.  House passed their own bill.  House can modify the Senate bill and send the back to Senate or Conference Committee or House can do own version of bill and Conference Committee will be formed between Senate and House dominated by majority party.  And sooner or later, leaders in House and Senate are going to come to agreement on something that looks like 2018 budget reconciliation act and if we do not speak up, on your way home and every day after you get home, there will be massive cuts in Medicaid program in that budget that this president will sign.  We cannot let that happen.

I know you are tired.  You are sick of getting 18 e‑mails a day about call this member of the House right now.  Call your Senators today.  But we can't stop.

The price is too high.  Not on my watch.  While I am still kicking and have life in my body, will I stand for federal policy that reverses my 30 years of system's change work.  I cannot let that happen.  You cannot let that happen.  Now is time we must ban together no matter how much we have differences with some of our brothers and sisters in disability rights movement or aging movement or intellectual disability or developmental disability world, we cannot be separated, we must be one family and speaking with one voice and say hell no!  We will not go down this road with you.  We will not lock arms with you, majority party.  You cannot do this to us.  You cannot do this to me.  We have to stop it.

If we cannot stop it, we have to minimize the hurt.  That ties in to what Sarah was talking about.  What suspect nature of long‑term services and supports in the future as we go forward, I told you all that that train is going down the track.  It's called managed care.  That can be a good thing or evil thing.  But to the extent that it's more of a good thing than evil thing is up to us.

We have to elbow our way to the table.  We have to demand comprehensive services or demand a community entitlement.  No longer is a nursing room ‑‑ bed be the only thing we are getting.  That is future of Medicaid.  If you are not engaged in your states in the discussion around when is managed care coming, how is it coming.  What kind of managed care and how are you going to cover folks with significant disabilities, who is carved out, who is carved in?  Those are critical questions to the future of our lives as American citizens fully empowered with civil rights of every other citizen to live our lives freely and independently as we so define it.  Don't give up.  We must fight.

Who is with me?

[applause]

. 

>> On behalf of all of you as an advocate of issues around long‑term services and supports and particularly managing long‑term services and supports for 20 years now, I sit at a number of tables at Nashville levels representing you.  Sarah Triano was up here speaking from Centene's largest work being largest Medicaid provider in the world.  I sit on their advisory council on behalf of you and grabble with these things.  It's ‑‑ grapple with these things.  It's kept me busy.  I will continue to be there for you.  APRIL will be a conduit for you on what's happening.  What are the threats to our Medicaid.  So stay tuned. 

Believe it or not, as all consuming as that is, APRIL's advocacy work has not been restricted to Medicaid or Medicare or all things related to healthcare.  We also as always the number one system change priority, no more transit advocates in APRIL cross the spectrum of disability rights movement.  I say that unashamedly.  Billy wants to talk about what we are going to be doing?  Or do Jim first?  Finish off with me.

>> We are going to talk about transportation in a minute.  I got the queue. 

Other thing that is consuming APRIL and everyone else from South Carolina all the way from Gulf Coast, friends in U.S. Virgin Islands and out here on west coast are effect disasters have had on our brothers and sisters.  APRIL and NCIL and Portlight Strategies has been on front line since day one.  While storm was raging, people organized across the Gulf Coast.  We knew the physical things that you call centers for independent living were going to be devastated by Harvey.  They were.  I'm going to turn this over to Billy and offer up a great board member from state of Florida, Mr. Jim Bakker if had he would join us please.

[applause]

>> Hi, everybody.  I'm Jim Bakker.  I'm the Executive Director of Florida Independent Council.  While all the things that Tim were talking about going on, we had a lot of disasters.  We have been hit one right after the over all over the country.  Florida was not spared.  Feeling sorry for Texas and watching everything going on there with flooding and hurricane.

While we are, you know, living our lives in sunny Florida and getting ready for statewide IL conference and got word that hurricane was coming and worst hurricane that ever seen.  Category 5 going to hit the entire peninsula.  We ‑‑ I grew up in South Dakota.  I know nothing about hurricanes.  Been through a couple of smaller ones.

Having listened to that happening and I made a joke, when it was forming.  That's going to hit during our conference.  Probably going to mess us all up.  Sure enough it did.  Before the conference, we had to cancel.  I got a call from Paul Timmons.  Do you know what is coming to your state?  I have been watching.  What are you going to do?  I don't know.

>> You got to organize, get something going.  I stopped everything I was doing and got on the phone and called every center for independent living in every state.  Those receptionists that answer the phones, they are trained not to let the directors get through to them.  This is an emergency, if your director is not there, give me next person in charge.  This hurricane is coming and going to kill people.

They are starting to scramble.  All of a sudden, directors are there.  Get everybody in your community related with disability, we are having a call at 4:00.  FEMA provided us with 50 phone lines.  People could not get on.  We had 150 phone lines.  Still not enough lines.  This is leadership across disability not just independent living. 

As we're ‑‑ we start ‑‑ we couldn't get the state to join us.  We were try to go get emergency management on the call.  They wouldn't bother with us.  We hit them from many, many angles screaming, our people are going to be the hardest hit.  You need to pay attention to us.  They finally ‑‑ we got someone from agencies on persons with disabilities which is primarily developmental disabilities.  All sorts of appointed position and access to Governor and representative of Governor's office.  She was able to bring in Department of Health and bring in some emergency management.  We got some good assistance.  Paul and Marcy from Portlight was on those calls.  We went through at 4:00, have those calls, we get updates.  We started a list serve information that people were sharing and 165 to 170 people on that list serve and blasting out information that was happening.

No matter how much preparation you do for any disaster, my experience is it is not enough.  You will never be prepared.  Even if you think you done everything for previous disaster, nature will twist it and you will have something a together different.

‑‑ all together different.

One of things I noticed is disaster comes and goes.  It changed.  Was going to hit the Atlantic side and possibly go out into the Gulf.  A lot of models showing coming up through middle of state.  Once shifted and going to Atlantic, I was on Gulf side.  I can breathe.  I decided to leave.  I gassed up my car for Georgia.  I can't make it on one tank.  Couldn't find water.  Water was all gone.

I believe ‑‑ millions ‑‑ largest evacuation that Florida have seen.  Millions and mile medicals of people coming up ‑‑ millions of people coming up from the Keys.  They are getting up to our part of the state and running out of gas.  They used all of our gas.  I couldn't go anywhere if I wanted to.  People were stuck and guess who are the most vulnerable financially are our people.  They couldn't evacuate.  They had no cars or no way of getting out.  They had to ride it through.

As the hurricane shifted and they said, okay, coming back to original track coming over St. Petersburg.  Eye came over where I live.  Better for me to stay where I'm at than to get out on that highway and get stuck in that traffic.  Three main roads out of Florida.  Were they bumper to bumper.  People were running out of gas.

Rode it through.  Power went out immediately.  Eight days with no electricity.  That was in our entire state, our peninsula area had no power.  Most devastating things that you can go through in a hurricane.  All your food is gone.  You can't ‑‑ you don't dare eat that stuff in the fridge or freezer.  There is no water.  Water is pumped by power.  I still had a trickle through most of it.  I lived on the eighth floor of a building and there is no elevator.  There is no lights.  The stairwell is pitch‑black.  You couldn't see your hand in front of your face.  If you have a dog, he's got to go out.  People in wheelchairs could not get out, people could not get out of those buildings.  We started getting calls that people were trapped in upper floors.  We started through our phone calls getting word out, we got to get to these buildings.  Coasts are lined with high‑rises.  Seniors and many people with disabilities living in them and once that power is out, they cannot get out.

If anybody has been to Florida in the summer, it is hot.  We have high humidity.  Some people reporting they were getting up over 100 degrees.  One report of section 202 housing, no staff and just housing for people that are seniors or disabled and they couldn't ‑‑ elevators quit working when power went back on, elevators would not work.  169 apartments.  Everybody is trapped up stairs.  Police brought ice and food during recovery.  How far, left it ‑‑ however, left it in lobby downstair and say no one could get to it.  People don't think.  It's up to us as people with disabilities to speak up and make sure they know what our needs are. 

We saw deaths.  You probably have heard about nursing home tragedy in Hollywood, Florida.  Staff evacuated that and left everyone behind.  That's the one that made the media.  At least three of those nursing homes that staff all left.  One up in Jacksonville a family member called a state Senator and able to get a university to get the school to evacuate people as flood hit.  As hurricane came up, east side is the worst.  On my side, we have Tampa Bay.  It emptied.  All of water goes out the bay.  And other side, surge hits.  Downtown Jacksonville flooded.  We lost one center in Daytona completely flooded.  Using borrowed space.  They have no flood insurance.

The bureaucracy in our system is trying to get wheelchairs or toilet seats for people that lost them.  This weekend is the first, we have a truck coming from Virginia of us.  Not that we didn't have it, all of our internal loan closets are used.  They are getting to the point they are exhausted.  We appreciate folks in Virginia getting stuff down to us.  I understand folks in Missouri will get us stuff to replenish that stuff.  Going to look at if I left anything out.

Food.  The state had ‑‑ Red Cross goes out with food trucks or anything.  Couldn't find out where they were sending them.  Tell us where they live, we will send a truck there.  Our people live everywhere.  Where is your homes?  We don't have homes.  What neighborhoods do they live in?  Everywhere anybody lives our people live.  We finally were able to convince the state to give us food boxes.  We got 6500 food boxes to centers of independent living to distribute.  I was disappointed for the centers that only wanted 50.  I had to talk them into that.  I need 2,000.  Is 10,000 too many?  That might be a bit much.  Let get this out to people.  We had a contribution and I'm going to give total credit to Portlight.  They scrambled and got us money.  We were able to give out to centers funds so they can get gift cards to grocery stores so we can help hardest hit people.

State said we didn't know or thought about people with disabilities.  I shared with them, we live on the edge constantly.  Our folks are always in crisis.  We are just a windstorm away from a crisis.  And so something when this happens, I think we are going to see our systems change as long as people don't change.  Since, you know, when Katrina hit, there is stuff we are going to do things different.  Not a whole lot different.  There was deaths.

Other thing that people don't think about.  Medications.  Advice people to get three days worth of medications.  When things are shirt down, three day ‑‑ shut down.  Three days is nothing.  There was a category 4 in certain aware areas of Florida.  Just flattened.  80 suicides in the keys because 75% of keys evacuated.  25% stayed through that storm when houses were picked up and dropped, they were our folks.  One of mental health workers say they had 80 suicides during that storm.  That's never going to show up in the numbers.  Government is not going to let that show.  It's going to show up in mental health numbers.  But not in disaster numbers.

I would say that probably the, many, many more things to say about ‑‑ one thing we have to do is advocate.  We have to be prepared and probably preparation is making sure they know where most of state people who worked with, we never heard of you before.  We heard of you, we didn't know what you did.  Now they are saying we need to include you on task force or include ‑‑ I am telling you to get on those task forces and be prepared to speak up for our people.

Now as we are down the road in recovery, we are starting to see the effects of Maria hitting Puerto Rico and Florida.  Our Governor has gone out there for media, come to Florida, we welcome you in Florida.  We have tens of thousands of people coming in from Puerto Rico.  We have 15 flights coming in to Miami and 15 flights coming into Orlando every sing day.  One way flights.  They turn around and go back and bring people.  There's nothing for them in Florida.  No housing, no Medicaid, no food.  If they don't have family members to take them in, they are getting off the planes and nowhere to go.

We have stepped up and trying to help and more we help, the more come to us.  We have been getting some children with ventilators and trachs and fighting with our hospitals and probably going to have lawsuits with hospitals.  They are putting people out on the streets because there is no payment.

Yesterday, I asked for someone from Ohio, we were able to work on things yesterday.  We have people flying into Ohio and Florida to Ohio and some from Puerto Rico to Ohio.  I think the three hardest hit states are Florida, Texas and Connecticut.  I heard that Puerto Ricans are going to.  We are ‑‑ people are saying, what can we do?  Terrible that our government is not doing anything for Puerto Rico.  Food is stuck in the ports.  Those people are evacuating.  Coming over here.  Hundreds of thousands if not millions coming over to mainland.  I would say go home, find out where Puerto Ricans are coming to barbecue do what you can.  They ‑‑ come to us and do what you can.  I will stop there.

[applause]

.

>> Thank you very much, Jim, for your leadership down there.  Reminder as you buy those raffle tickets, all of proceeds from raffle tickets will do to Portlight strategy.  Gobble them up. 

>> I'm going to have Aerius come up.  I will do a quick piece as he's coming up.  I will do a set up as she is running to computer for me.  Some of transportation work we have been doing coming up November 3rd I believe it is or first week in November have an opportunity to be going to D.C.  Appointed by Secretary Fox to serve on transportation of equity, advisory council.  Everything from university presidents to fellow advocates.  One of the things we are looking at at this coming up meeting is local hire initiative that is looking at hiring folks in local community to work on transportation projects busing and having people come in from other states.  This has an impact on folks, different racial backgrounds and those of us with disabilities.  Impacted by these local hires.  We are going to be working with them to see if we cannot re‑implement this program.

One of the things I want to talk about is capital versus operating expenses.  We have monies to buy vans.  I see them a lot of places.  We don't have any operating capital.  We don't have money to drive it around.  We have to figure out how to make funding much more equitable for those of you in rural America and address issues of you cannot cross a county line.  If you live out in rural America, you are going to cross a county line going somewhere.  City limit issues of folks, we cannot go outside the city.  We have several of you in this room who are on borderlines.  We have had Illinois Iowa center here today.

We have all of these different issues that there is no common sense approach to what we are looking at.  We are looking forward to addressing some of those.  Something we did this year that was exciting.  Most of you are aware of that we had a program called transportation voucher program.  Traveler's check is what we called it.  We still have a few of those programs that are running.  Folks, we have been selling the tool kit for folks to utilize.  As time pro depressed ‑‑ progression ‑‑ progressed terminology.  Thank you so much for working with us Karen and Tracy.  Redesigned and revamped the tool kit and what this tool kit can do for you if you like to start a voucher program in your community, this is a great starting point.  Don't want to start a voucher program, this tool kit is great source of information of different types of funding streams that are available.  We forget about different programs that are out there.  Again, comes down to surveying and analyzing your community.  One of the things I love about independent living, we are community based and consumer driven.

To me, that means that every community is different.  It's not a one‑size‑fits‑all.  Everybody has different services in their own community.  If you would like to have a version of this new tool kit, you can go to APRIL website.  Yep, it is right above me.  I have screens in the back.  If you scroll down to tab that says rural transportation.  Click, that will open up to a page there.  Scroll down to APRIL tool kit and rural transportation and click that link, bam, there we are.  You can scroll down to that, tell you table of contents.  You have several different pieces that you can look at.  I cannot read that far away.  Oh, my gosh.  That's me.  Anyone seen that Dr. Pepper advertisement where he says hey, that's me.  I drink Dr. Pepper.  There is trueness from that.

That photo comes from our friends with Amtrak.  That you ‑‑ thank you for inviting me to Ann Arbor, Michigan when we had it first landing track for Amtrak.  I have up here on the stage our newest board member for APRIL.  Aerius Franklin.  I will give the mic to him to talk.

>> Can you hear me.

>> Can you hear me okay now?

>> Woo!

[applause]

.

>> All right.  So as you know, we have youth conference every year.  When I talk a little bit about that and things we did to get the youth here and a little bit of numbers.

This year, you know, theme was two more weeks to dream work.  We have large number of youth here.  We were supposed to clock in 115.  I think we had 117.  We broke our numbers.  We also received the grant from the Dana and Christopher Reeve foundation to the conference.  We did without those funds.  Grant was written to 10 a youth.  We ‑‑ 15 youth.  We ended up with 25.  Broke our numbers again.

We were able to bring in funds to bring into youth.  We had candy crush bingo game yesterday for the youth.  Drawing for that at mentor mixer youth dance and we had a youth win and I think he won some ticket that is were donated by APRIL Board to enter the drawing tonight.

Then for the youth advocacy, we have our second round of trainings coming up.  And that begins December 6th.  And ‑‑ I'm sorry.  I was going over this this morning.  Was trying to get the numbers.

We also have a round of training as again in January 2018.  Did you want me to talk about peer‑to‑peer?

>> Sure!

>> For peer‑to‑peer, we have ‑‑ we got that program got moved to ILRU movement.  Hoping up free mentoring for sales this year.  We are going to move the material to website so they can be accessed in resource directory.  We have one application we received and two our CILs requesting to come out for 2018 year.

>> Thank you!  Let's hear it!  Hear it for youth again.  Thank you, Aerius.  Looking forward to working with you.  Thank you for your work.

We are getting down towards the end of it here.  There is going to be a short break and workshops start with abandoned and going until the end of the day. 

I was thinking to leave folks with just a couple of parting shots unless you had a way to wrap this thing up?

>> I hope you took some things out of what Jim Bakker was talking about in terms of what's happening right now on the ground in Florida five weeks after that hurricane.  Those of you have been APRIL veterans for a long time know that we took APRIL national conference to Puerto Rico.  In fact, board went there three times. 

Centers in Puerto Rico are devastated.  Not just damaged.  Devastated.  I heard this morning that 49 people have died in Puerto Rico since Maria came ashore.  If you believe that number, then you believe in the Easter bunny.  

What we have been hearing is that people died on the day that storm came ashore that have not been found.  We begun to hear now that people with disabilities were abandoned on the island and had to fend for themselves and still to this day trying to fend for themselves.

Majority of island is without power and unlikely to get power until the end of the year.  Their water supplies are contaminated or cut off completely.

We're sitting here in beautiful northwestern America, trees changing colors out there.  And our inconvenience is that it's raining outside and not as warm as we want it to be.

Today, someone on the island of Puerto Rico, one of our brothers and sisters, American citizen, will die.  They won't be in that official death toll because they didn't die because of the hurricane.  They died because they were abandoned and cannot get services or medications.  Can't get the kinds of thing that is will keep them healthy.  And so they died because they were an old person with a disability and happened to die.

They died from the neglect.  I don't want to be a part of that neglect.  We need to help them.  Think about it.  The ways that we can help.  If you can't think of a direct way to help, go to the inclusive disaster strategy website and click that button that says donate now.

Our brothers and sisters need our help.  It's our obligation to help.  Please consider it.  Before we go, I want to wrap up on a, maybe a higher note.  I don't know.

I spent a lot of time to urge you not to give up the fight.  I mean that from bottom of my heart.  I'm convinced that we can win this fight.  I'm optimistic about the future.  I think our better days are ahead of us.  I think because of things like this ridiculous notion of social reengineering that's happening in Washington, D.C. and the spotlight being put on our movement pushing back from that creates the greatest opportunity we've ever had to be out front and speak and say we are American citizens, we are here, we will not stand for this.  Unfortunate tragedies that have happened in Florida, Alabama, Mississippi and South Carolina and Texas, U.S. Virgin Islands, Puerto Rico, Oregon, northern California ‑‑ don't hold a sign up to me to tell me my time is up ‑‑ create an opportunity as Jim Bakker is saying that state is now engaged with ‑‑ and people with disabilities like never been before.  That's an opportunity for us.

We must be unified, our voice, to say we are here, we are not going anywhere and we demand to be heard.  Join with APRIL, join with NCIL and with ADAPT and with Portlight.  We can haze raise ‑‑ raise it as high as ever been.  Through doing that, can hear our arctic alation for dream for our lives which means we are not a separate part of the community, we are the community.  We are you, Mr. Mayor.  We are you, Mr. President.  There is no distinction between us and you, we are you.  Now you must hear us.

That's a really long way of saying, APRIL is looking for a new national advocacy committee chair to rival ‑‑ Transportation Committee and other questions that are important to APRIL members.  If your are an advocate that is not afraid of a lot of hard work, knowledgeable able to all issue that is affect people with disabilities and run a good meeting, come see me and see Billy or Elissa, I will have a conversation with you when we get back.  We want a new advocacy chair for our National Advocacy Committee.  That's someone in this room.  I have a job for you.  Thanks, everybody!

[applause] 
* * * * *
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